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BLUE RIVERS AREA AGENCY ON AGING ADVISORY COUNCIL 

Minutes 

Regular Meeting 

July 25, 2018 

A regular meeting of the Advisory Council of Blue Rivers Agency on Aging was called to order 
at 1:00 p.m. at the Table Rock Senior Center, 402 Luzerne St., Table Rock, NE  68447. 

Council members present were:  Janice Price, Marva Honea, Diana Thiemann, and Tracy 
Wieckhorst. Absent were:  Jessica Gerdes, Betty Harmon, Karen Richardson and Lisa 
Westerfield. 

Blue Rivers Agency on Aging staff members present were:  Zoe Olson, Executive Director, and 
Marcia Straatmeyer, Administrative Assistant. 

Price, Chair, presided over the meeting and Straatmeyer recorded the minutes of the meeting. 

MOTION by Wieckhorst to approve the agenda as printed; second by Thiemann; motion 
carried. 

MOTION by Thiemann to approve the minutes of April 17, 2018 as printed; second by Honea; 
motion carried. 
 

DISCUSSION OF AGING PROGRAMS AND FUTURE FUNDING 
A discussion was held around current and future models of aging programs and changes in 
funding that may occur, with ideas for Blue Rivers to be proactive as changes come. 
 

UPDATE ON BLUE RIVERS AREA AGENCY ON AGING 
Olson reported that: 

• The ADRC legislation was passed on the last Friday of the legislative session at 4:45 
p.m. and the current funding level was retained. Technically there is currently no 
operative ADRC as the State Unit on Aging (SUA) has rejected the plan submitted by the 
participating AAAs. A plan re-written plan has been submitted, including Memorandums 
of Understanding for disability partners. Despite the lack of an approved plan, a meeting 
has been scheduled for July 31 to look at next steps for the program. If a plan is approved 
by August 14, participating AAAs will be able to receive reimbursement for July 
expenses. 

• Olson will be chair of the Nebraska Association of Area Agencies on Aging (Ne4A) next 
year. The Ne4A will meet in Lincoln in August to make plans for Senior Day at the 
Nebraska Legislature. 

• The Agency is looking for funding for new buses, with the greatest need in Gage County. 
Currently we are seeking foundation funds. 
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•  A third fiscal person has been hired and is overseeing the fund requests to counties. The 
requests have been moved earlier in the year to better accommodate the county budgeting 
process and they now include numbers for services provided, in-county gas purchases 
and so on. Requests have been made to communities that have not previously given 
support and we are receiving positive responses. 

• The Board allocated up to $7000 for vehicle replacement at the March 19 meeting. We 
have replaced two high mileage staff cars with one having fewer miles and still need to 
find a replacement for a meal van. 

• The meals for Diller, Odell and Wymore were moved from the Beatrice kitchen to 
Fairbury and the meal route reversed. This is working well. 

• Our annual all-staff training is scheduled for July 27 with the theme of “Safety First” and 
will include:  QPR (suicide prevention), AED training, accident prevention and reporting 
presented by NIRMA, basic first aid by Beatrice EMTs and elder abuse awareness. The 
latter is an annual training requirement. There will also be information from Olson on job 
expectations as we are working toward merit-based raises based on weighted evaluations 
for employees and some policy and procedure tweaks. 

• Olson will attend the annual conference of the National Association of Area Agencies on 
Aging in Chicago, July 27 through August 1. She received a scholarship which will help 
defray Agency expense. 

• At the October meeting the Advisory Council will discuss our FY2020 Area Plan and 
members are encouraged to bring ideas. 

• We are constantly updating and implementing policies and procedures in response to 
Agency needs and oversight requirements. 

• We are preparing for the annual single-payer audit to take place in August and 
September. 

• A disgruntled former employee has been harassing the Agency, the Governing Board and 
Olson personally, sending more than one hundred emails since May. The person has also 
involved the State Unit on Aging, the Nebraska Attorney General and the Nebraska 
Disclosure and Accountability Commission. A police report has been filed in response to 
a veiled threat; it has been quiet since but the incident is on record just in case. This is 
very time consuming. 

• The Agency is making two concrete responses to funding changes:  1.) The Care 
Managers are being cross-trained as ADRC Options Counselors to provide better staffing 
for this program and 2.) Ron Buchinski, Resource Developer, has proposed the creation 
of an Agency foundation and will present a proposal at the September Board meeting. 

 

SENIOR DAY AT THE CAPITOL 
Every two years the Ne4A sponsors a Senior Day. In the past this has been a reception for 
Senators and a visit from AAA Directors who deliver information packets to legislative offices. 
This year the opportunity to interact with Senators has been scheduled from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. on February 26, 2019. This will allow time for personal conversations between Senators and 
representatives from AAA Advisory Councils and Governing Boards and other interested 
citizens. There is a need for education about the needs of rural Nebraska as most Senators are 
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from the Lincoln and Omaha areas. Advisory Council members are encouraged to bring concerns 
to the next meeting and to plan to attend Senior Day. 
 
We are planning political forums at Senior Centers, to involve both candidates with equal time 
for each and rules requiring respectful interaction. The purpose is for seniors to meet candidates, 
but also to make the candidates aware of their constituent seniors, who do vote consistently. 
 

COUNTY UPDATES 
 Pawnee County:  Thiemann reported that the Pawnee Senior Center, which is run by 

SENCA, has a new cook who seems to be working out well. Public transportation, also 
run by SENCA, has decreased their hours of service. 

 Otoe County:  Wieckhorst gave very positive feedback about the new Nebraska City Site 
Manager. Information was shared about suggested contributions and meal funding. 

 Richardson County:  Falls City has had difficulty involving clients either as volunteers or 
to participate in Senior Center activities such as speaker opportunities, clinics, and so on. 
Olson noted that nationally there is a shrinkage of senior centers, with the youngest Baby 
Boomers declining to participate. 

 Gage County:  Price reported that the Beatrice Senior Center has experienced harassment 
from the same person mentioned in Olson’s report. The evening meals are going well, 
with good attendance at the recent “picnic,” which included dancers from the Czech 
festival. Wymore Senior Center is also doing well and reports increased attendance since 
meals have been moved to Fairbury. Gage County may have to declare bankruptcy; the 
financial repercussions are as yet unknown.  

 
NEXT COUNCIL MEETING 
The next Advisory Council meeting will be Tuesday, October 9, 2018 at the Blue Rivers Area 
Agency on Aging offices in Beatrice. Lunch will be at 12:30 p.m. and the meeting will begin at 
1:00 p.m. 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:45 p.m. 
 
 


