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BLUE RIVERS AREA AGENCY ON AGING ADVISORY COUNCIL 

Minutes 

Annual Meeting 

July 18, 2017 

The annual meeting of the Advisory Council of Blue Rivers Agency on Aging was called to 

order at 1:15pm at the Blue Rivers Area Agency on Aging, 103 Eastside Blvd., Beatrice, NE  

68310. 

Council members present were:  Janice Price, Don Wassom and Tracy Wieckhorst. Absent were:  

Betty Harmon, Marva Honea and Karen Richardson. 

Blue Rivers Agency on Aging staff members present were:  Zoe Olson, Executive Director, Ron 

Buchinski, ADRC Options Counselor and Resource Developer, Glenda Van Eperen, Nutrition 

Services Manager and Marcia Straatmeyer, Administrative Assistant. 

Guests were Erik White and Doug Bauch of the State Unit on Aging (SUA). 

Price, Chair, presided over the meeting and Straatmeyer recorded the minutes of the meeting. 

There are vacancies on the Advisory Council of representatives for Jefferson, Johnson and 

Nemaha counties. Olson will ask the Governing Board for recommendations for these openings. 

MOTION by Wieckhorst to approve the agenda as printed; second by Wassom; motion carried. 

MOTION by Wassom to approve the minutes of April 18, 2017 as printed; second by 

Wieckhorst; motion carried. 

 

REPORT ON STATEWIDE ADVISORY COUNCIL 

Price attended the semi-annual meeting of the Statewide Advisory Council on April 25, 2017. 

Discussion included: 

 The plan for Managed Long Term Services and Support (MLTSS) are not yet complete. 

To date managed care has presented many serious problems. 

 Senator Bolz will work to get the legislature to remove the word “pilot” from the Aging 

& Disability Resource Center (ADRC) program legislation so it can be ongoing. Ideally 

this would be Nebraska’s “No Wrong Door” program. 

 An overview of the state plan for Alzheimer’s concerns was presented. 

 Legislative proposals were reviewed. 

 Changes to the Senior Companion program from federal guidelines to meet Nebraska 

needs were noted. 

The next meeting of the Statewide Advisory Council is scheduled for October 11. 
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NUTRITION PROGRAM INFORMATION AND INSIGHT 

White, the SUA Nutrition Program Coordinator, presented an overview of the importance of 

nutrition programs for seniors. Nutrition programs across the U.S. were first legislated under the 

Older Americans Act on July 14, 1965. They provide nearly 6 billion meals each year for 

seniors. In addition to reducing hunger, these programs promote socialization, health and well-

being for older Americans. Nutrition site managers and home delivered meal drivers are 

important in person contacts for noting clients in difficulty. White noted that with the growing 

aging population there is an ongoing need to advocate for programs to serve seniors. 

 

UPDATE ON BLUE RIVERS AREA AGENCY ON AGING 

Olson reported that: 

 This is a good time to contact our representatives and ask them not to cut the SHIIP 

program. 

 Olson will attend a grant writing workshop in Kearney and the annual meeting of the 

National Association of Area Agencies on Aging (n4a) at the end of July. 

 An agency all-staff training is scheduled for Wednesday, July 26. All agency sites will be 

closed to allow staff to attend. The keynoter will be Dr. JoAnne Owens-Nausler, with a 

presentation titled Secure Your Own Mask First: The elements of a healthy workplace. 

The schedule also includes a few program tweaks, a presentation by agency insurance 

representatives, a celebration of last year’s hard work and successes and employee 

recognition. 

 Our transit service has begun providing day trips. We are not allowed to do charter trips 

since we are a non-profit, but this does boost revenue service hours. Trips have included 

Lauritzen Gardens in June and the state capitol in July. Future trips are to Homestead 

National Monument and the State Fair in August. 

 Blue Rivers Public Transportation will be the pilot for the Nebraska Department of 

Transportation’s Zonar electronic monitoring system for buses. Installation on our buses 

is planned during the all-agency meeting. 

 Laptops and printers have been purchased so that all Blue Rivers sites have email 

capability. 

 

AREA REPORTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 Gage County:  Price reported that the Beatrice Senior Center, a contract site that cooks 

for some of our sites, will implement the Blue Rivers AAA menu the first of August. 

 Otoe County:  The Farmer’s Market coupons have not been popular this year due to a 

lack of vendors who will redeem them. 

 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS 

The election of officers was postponed to the October meeting. 
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NEXT COUNCIL MEETING 

The next Advisory Council meeting will be Tuesday, October 17, 2017. Details on the location 

and meal plans later. 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:32pm. 

 

 


