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BLUE RIVERS AREA AGENCY ON AGING GOVERNING BOARD 

Minutes 

Regular Meeting 

April 18, 2016 

A regular meeting of the Governing Board of Blue Rivers Agency on Aging was called to order 
at 2:00 p.m. in Conference Room #3, ESU 5, 900 W. Court St., Beatrice, NE. 

Board members present were:  Robert Ferguson, Marlene Gakle, Bob Hutton, Dean Krueger, 
Steve Lade, Wilma Nieveen, Mark Schoenrock, Ron Seitz, Carol Sorge and Homer Ward. 
Absent were Rex Adams, Michael Braun, Ralph (Sam) Stevens and Ivan Zimmerman. 

Blue Rivers Agency on Aging staff members present were:  Zoe Olson, Executive Director; 
Carla Mortensen, Fiscal Officer; Kathy Erickson, CHOICES Unit Supervisor; Jill Cammack, 
Regional Services Director; and Marcia Straatmeyer, Administrative Assistant. 

Members of the public attending were:  Kathy Kroemer, 1119 Monroe Apt. 113, Beatrice, NE; 
and Kay & Dick Genrich, 1420 Paddock Lane, Beatrice, NE. 

Wilma Nieveen, Vice-Chair, presided over the meeting and Marcia Straatmeyer recorded the 
minutes of the meeting. 

MOTION by Ferguson to approve agenda as printed; second by Krueger; motion carried. 

MOTION by Schoenrock to approve the minutes of the regular Governing Board meeting of 
March 21, 2016; second by Ferguson; motion carried. 

 

FINANCIAL REPORTS 
Mortensen presented a report on the July through March 2016 program expenses for Blue Rivers 
Agency on Aging. She noted twice a year revisions to the budget are allowed and the March 
revisions have been completed and approved. 

 

BYLAWS REVISION 
MOTION by Ferguson to approve the revised Bylaws as printed; second by Hutton; voting yes: 
Ferguson, Gakle, Hutton, Krueger, Lade, Nieveen, Schoenrock, Seitz, Sorge, Ward; voting no: 
none; motion carried. 

 

TRANSIT PLAN 
MOTION by Gakle to approve the Transit Passenger Handbook as printed; second by 
Schoenrock; motion carried. 
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MOTION by Ferguson to approve the Transportation Resolution as printed; second by Hutton; 
voting yes: Ferguson, Gakle, Hutton, Krueger, Lade, Nieveen, Schoenrock, Seitz, Sorge, Ward; 
voting no: none; motion carried. 

Mortenson extended thanks to the county commissioners for letters of support, which were 
required for the Transit Plan this year. Olson noted that next year reports will be brought to 
various bodies in January to allow them time to plan for support they may wish to extend to Blue 
Rivers. 

REQUEST by Lade that routes and options for rural transit be better publicized to veterans so 
they can more easily plan transportation to medical appointments. Olson noted the request. 

MOTION by Lade to accept the 2016-2017 Transit Plan budget as presented; second by Seitz; 
voting yes: Ferguson, Gakle, Hutton, Krueger, Lade, Nieveen, Schoenrock, Seitz, Sorge, Ward; 
voting no: none; motion carried. 

 

AREA PLAN 
MOTION by Lade to accept the 2016-2017 Area Plan budget as presented; second by Ferguson; 
voting yes: Ferguson, Gakle, Hutton, Krueger, Lade, Nieveen, Schoenrock, Seitz, Sorge, Ward; 
voting no: none; motion carried. 

 

BUILDING PROPOSAL 
Kay Genrich, landlord of the space currently rented by Blue Rivers AAA, presented her proposal 
for renovation of the building. 

Olson traveled to the Blue Rivers facility to retrieve drawings of the building proposals at the 
request of the board. 

 

PAYROLL INCREASE 
MOTION by Lade to retire to Executive Session for discussion of payroll increases for the 
2016-2017 year; second by Sorge; motion carried. 

MOTION by Seitz to close the Executive Session; second by Ferguson; motion carried. 

MOTION by Lade that all regularly scheduled full- and part-time employees receive a $0.25 
hourly raise, and that Executive Director Olson receive a $3,000 annual increase July 1, 2016, 
and a $3,000 increase January 1, 2017; second by Ferguson; voting yes: Ferguson, Gakle, 
Hutton, Krueger, Lade, Nieveen, Schoenrock, Seitz, Sorge, Ward; voting no: none; motion 
carried. 

 

BUILDING PROPOSAL 
Olson returned and presented the three building drawings for examination by Board members. 
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DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
Olson reported on the progress of the Transit Plan, due April 22, and the Area Plan, due May 1.  
 
There is a possibility for funding increase from two sources:  there is an eight percent 
discrepancy in the reimbursement rate between Aging Partners and the other seven members of 
the NE4A, so a request to the state has been made for matching reimbursement rates to all eight 
Agencies; the care management reimbursement rate has remained at the amount originally 
legislated in 1987 and is now at the maximum, so that rate is overdue for an increase. 
 
Blue Rivers SCO/Waiver Service Coordinators currently each carry 50 clients and are mandated 
to visit each client monthly. Our large geographic area makes this unwieldy, so plans are to 
eventually have a contract worker to lighten the case load. This and the ADRC pilot program, as 
well as hiring of a Transit Manager, mean more office space is needed in the Blue Rivers facility. 
 
Olson commended Mortenson and Verjean Noojin, who spoke to 151 people about Blue Rivers’ 
services at the Beatrice Health Fair on April 16. 
 
Olson and Cammack met with residents in Cortland prior to the Board meeting to begin 
discussion on opening a senior dining meal site there. 
 
Kellie Wiers, Resource Developer, has begun work on the Senior Companion program, which is 
looking very promising.  

 

BUILDING PROPOSAL 
MOTION by Schoenrock to retire to Executive Session to include Olson in order to consider the 
three building proposals before the Board; second by Lade; motion carried. 

MOTION by Schoenrock to close the Executive Session; second by Sorge; motion carried. 

MOTION by Krueger that it is in the best interest of Blue Rivers Area Agency on Aging to 
undertake new construction, with sincere thanks to the current landlords for a long and positive 
relationship; second by Ward; voting yes: Ferguson, Gakle, Hutton, Krueger, Lade, Nieveen, 
Schoenrock, Seitz, Sorge, Ward; voting no: none; motion carried. 

 

NEXT BOARD MEETING 
The next Board meeting is the Annual Meeting, mandated for the fourth Monday of July, this 
year July 25, 2016, at 1:00pm. This meeting will include election of officers. The location will be 
determined later. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT 
Genrich thanked Blue Rivers and offered best wishes in the new location and success in 
continued service. 

 

MOTION to adjourn at 4:10 p.m. made by Lade; second by Krueger; motion carried. 

 


